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BEFCRE REALDING
Talk together

* Read thetitle together. Can yourchild
break Cicumber into syllablas?

* Read pages 4-5. Ask: What sortof pet
do pou think Cocumber will be ?

+ Look through the book and talk about
the pictures.

Aboit the words in thiz book

« Yourchid shoud beagble tosound
outand blend some womrds, which
may include:

don't I'm time house
cday came make. here
very put out letter

1 Somewords may be mor challenging.
Enooumge or model blending, then nead

the womrds below toyourchild § necassany.
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oh Mrs  looked
called  asked i
beautiful gorilla L 5

CURIMG READING

Enjoy the stony toget har.
If wour child nesads
support to nead the
stony:

+ Rermind your child to
sound out and blend
unfamiliar words from
l=ftto rig ht.

4 Laok for compou nd
words, wherne two
wionds credte a bigger
word, e.g. moolight,

« If o wiord is still too
tricky, simphy say the
whala word for
wour child.

1 Re-read sentenoas
to focusan their
meaning whemr
MBCessdny.




A letter came from Uncle Max.

He had sent some photographs.



- Mum read the letter out.
“I amoff exploring again.
Please look after my little pet.”



*What kind of pet?” said Dad.
Mum read on: “She’s called Cucumber,
and she will be easy to feed.”



“I think It's a
gerbil,” said Chip.




“No, itll be a puppy,” ™~ < /

said Kipper.

“I bet she’s a gorilla,”

groaned Dad.



Just then, Uncle Max arrived.
He came in a jeep full of stuff.
“Did you get my letter?” he called.



. He told Dad to carry a tank and
he asked Mum to carry a box.
“I'will bring my little pet,” he said.
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Here ‘she is,” said Uncle Max.
“He put the bag down gently.
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“Meet Cucumber,” he said.
“A snake!” said Dad. “I knew it!”
“At least it’s not a gorilla,” said Biff.
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“She eats crickets, flies and worms,”
said<Uncle Max. “Don’t let her escape.
Oh,.and spray her tank with water.”
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“Goodbye,” he called. “T'll be back
in a few weeks time.”
“Oh no!” groaned Dad.
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They all looked at Cucumber.
“Now what do we do?” asked Mum.



—_—

[ e —
oI
S

-'_.__I
.' SES
--h—-
e

I - ]
i S
'Eﬁ PR

Anneenda had come to play.
“What a beautiful snake,” she said.

“We've got a garter snake at home.”
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“She’s quite harmless,” said Anneena.
“But dont handle her too much at
first, Let her settle in.”
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“I'm not sure I like snakes,” said Mum.
“What a shame,” said Anneena. “They
make very good pets.”



Every day,

Anneenda came

to help look

after Cucumber.

She told them
how to feed

her. . .
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. and how to
pick her up. ..

. oand how to clean out her tank.
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In the end, Mum held Cucumber.
She -began to like the snake.
“I'm not afraid of her now,” she said.



. Biff ur‘rci'..ljl-&i-:.:i were not sure.
1 like: snakes,” said Dad, “but not
in my house!”



Mrs May let the children bring
the two shakes to school
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Anneena gave a talk to the class.

“Snakes are amazing creatures.”

21



A message came from Uncle Max.

“I won't be back for a year,” he said.
“Why don’t you keep Cucumber?”
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“I"'m not sure we want to,” said Biff.
“But I have a good idea!”

23
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They gave Cucumber to Anneena.
“Have a real cucumber in return!t”
she said.
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AFTER READING

* Talk about Uncle Max. Ask: Do you think he would

be good fun? Where do you think he might visit

next?

» Talk about what you have discovered about snakes
from the story. Ask: Do you think snakes make good

pets? Why?

* Talk about the end of the story. Ask: What does

Anneena give to Mum? Why?
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Oxford
OWL

For schaol
Discover free eBooks, teaching
nates, advice and support

For home
Helping your child’s leaming
with free eBooks, essential
tips and fun activities

www.oxfordowl.co.uk
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* Biff, Chip und Kipper Stories

A Pet Called
cucumber

Anneena helps the
family look after
Uncle Max’s pet. Kisper e

Laval &

Dacode and D evetop
Highkond Games

The Crchid Thief

Rats!

A Pet Called Cucumbsr
Buszh Firz!

Beszziz's Flying Circus
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